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Third Sector Organisations Take the Skills Pledge
Prominent third sector employers from across the East Midlands made a very public pledge to improve the skills of their staff at an event in Melton Mowbray last week.
Representatives from Inspire Nottingham, Hope Services, Enable, The Dyslexia Association, and Nottinghamshire Deaf Society showed their commitment to the Skills Pledge by rolling up their sleeves and placing their paint covered hand prints on canvas to commemorate their commitment.
“We believe that being a supportive employer, helping employee’s access appropriate support and skills development is vitality important if you want to have a well skilled, productive and happy workforce. This is why we have signed the Skills Pledge. It’s our commitment to everyone who works at The Dyslexia Association to develop their skills so that they can do their job to the best of their ability” said Dee Caunt, Business Development Manager at The Dyslexia Association.

“By placing our hand prints on canvas we are acknowledging the Learning and Skills Council’s campaign ‘Our Future. It’s in our hands.’  The canvas will be pride of place in our office and serve as an effective reminder to us all of our commitment.”

The Skills Pledge is a voluntary public commitment by the head of an organisation, usually the chief executive or managing director or equivalent, to enable all employees to develop their skills to at minimum a Level 2 qualification.  It is open to all employers of all sizes in private, public and voluntary sectors.  
The purpose is to ensure that all employees are skilled, competent and able to make a full contribution to the success of their organisation.  For those employees who do not already have a first Level 2 qualification, the Government will provide funding to help them gain literacy and numeracy skills as well as their first Level 2 qualification.

For further information visit http://inourhands.lsc.gov.uk 
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The Learning and Skills Council exists to make England better skilled and more competitive.  We are responsible for ensuring the availability of high-quality education and training for everyone.  We have a single goal: to improve the skills of England’s young people and adults to world class standards.  Our vision is that young people and adults in England have knowledge and skills matching the best in the world and are part of a truly competitive workforce.  We work nationally, regionally and locally to deliver this ambition on behalf of learners and employers.   www.lsc.gov.uk/inourhands 
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